[Left iliac artery injury during lumbar laminectomy: case report].
Iliac artery injury during laminectomy is an uncommon, however very serious event. This report aimed at presenting a case of left iliac artery injury in patient submitted to lumbar laminectomy under spinal anesthesia, that was clinically manifested in the immediate postoperative period, seven hours after beginning of surgery. Male patient, physical status ASA I, 31 years old, 68 kg, submitted to lumbar laminectomy in prone position under spinal anesthesia in L2-L3 interspace with 20 mg 0.5% hyperbaric bupivacaine and 25 microg fentanyl. Surgery went on normally and seven hours after its beginning, already in the postoperative period, patient presented arterial hypotension, tachycardia, agitation and diffuse abdominal pain. An abdominal CT-scan showed extensive retroperitoneal hematoma and exploratory laparotomy revealed left iliac artery injury. After laparotomy, patient recovered without intercurrences. General anesthesia is mandatory depending on patients positioning and physical status. This case calls the attention to the fact that regardless of the anesthetic technique, there might be no operative field bleeding in the presence of vascular injury because this bleeding may be late. In our case, clinical manifestation was seven hours after beginning of surgery, when the patient had already recovered from anesthesia. However, the event (arterial hypotension) could have happened in the intraoperative period.